
From the Apostolic Administrator

Dear Fathers, Sisters and the Faithful,

The coming of Advent brings us a sense of excitement and
anticipation. Advent is 4 week period of preparation before Christ-
mas when the Church celebrates the First coming of Christ and
anticipates his Second coming. This year Advent begins on 1st
December. Since advent looks forward Christ's coming, the litur-
gical year also begins with advent.

The word advent is derived from the Latin word "Adventus"
which means "coming" or "arrival". The season of Advent is fo-
cused on the "coming" of Jesus as Messiah (Anointed King). The
prayers and other symbols used in the liturgy not only prepare
us spiritually for Christmas (His first coming) but also for his even-
tual second coming. This is why the scripture readings during
Advent include both the First coming and the Second coming of
Christ. The Old Testament passages are related to the expecta-
tion of Messiah from the Israel's great patriarchs Abraham, Ruth,
David and Isaiah. The New Testament passages are related to
the second coming of Jesus in his glory as judge of all peoples
and also the passages concerning John the Baptist, the precursor
who prepared the way for the Messiah are read.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says the following:
"When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year,
she makes present the ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by
sharing in the long preparation for the saviour's first coming, the
faithful renew this ardent  desire for his second coming. By cel-
ebrating the precursor's birth and martyrdom, the Church unites
herself to his desire: "He must increase but I must decrease" (No.
524)

THE ADVENT
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DATES TO REMEMBER
BIRTHDAYS:
02-12-2019 Fr. Antony Paulraj
06-12-2019 Fr. A. James
12-12-2019 Fr. S.J. Savarimuthu (Sr)
16-12-2019 Fr. A. Kulandaisamy

Fr. Susai Alangaram
18-12-2019 Fr. A. Francis Xavier

Fr. I. Thomas Arputharaj
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY:
04-12-2019 Fr. D. Arul Sahaya Raj

Fr. I. David Raj
Fr. J. Jerome Gnana Prabu

05-12-2019 Fr. Leo Melquir Babu
Fr. A. Sahayaraj

08-12-2019 Fr. K. S. Arputhasamy

NECROLOGY
Kindly remember them in your prayers

Date Name Year of Death

04-12-2019 Fr. A. Susaimanickam 1963
08-12-2019 Fr. Yagappanathar 1979
05-12-2019 Fr. Antony Rosario 2016
13-12-2019 Fr. P. Ignatius 1986
20-12-2019 Fr. D. Savariraj 1998
24-12-2019 Fr. B.A. Marianayagam 1982
25-12-2019 Fr. R. Alphonse 1976
27-12-2019 Fr. M. Pinto 1974

Fr. R. Maria Susai 2013

REMEMBERING

Bishop PETER FERNANDO
Died : 31.12.2016

Administrator of the Diocese of
Tiruchirapalli (1997-2000)

21-12-2019 Fr. A. Jeyaraj
27-12-2019 Fr. S. Kulandaisamy
29-12-2019 Fr. I. David Raj
30-12-2019 Fr. A. Victor Jeyabalan
31-12-2019 Fr. A. Sahaya Jayakumar
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The first two Sundays invite us to prepare for the second
coming of Christ at the end of time and the next two Sundays
invite us to remember and celebrate His first arrival at Christ-
mas. However the advent is teaching us to be prepared, for the
ever coming of Christ to us in every Christmas.

St. Bernard in his sermon on Advent speaks of three fold
coming of the Lord, "We have come to know a threefold coming
of the Lord. The third coming takes place between the other
two. The two are clearly manifested, but the third is not. In the
first coming the Lord is seen on the earth and lived among men
in the days when, as he himself bears witness, they saw him and
hated him. In his last coming 'all flesh shall see the salvation of
our God,' and 'they shall look on him whom they have pierced'.
The other (third) coming is hidden. In it, only the chosen see
him within themselves and their souls are saved. In brief, his first
coming was in the flesh and in weakness, the intermediary com-
ing is in the spirit and in power, the last coming will be in glory
and majesty.This intermediary coming is like a road leading from
the first to the last coming. In the first coming Christ was our
redemption, in the last he will appear as our life, in the interme-
diary coming he is our rest and consolation". (Ser.5 on Advent).

The liturgical colour for Advent is violet and the season is
somewhat penitential similar to lent, but not so explicit and em-
phatic. The character of worship during Advent is more solemn
and quiet. Though the use of colour violet expresses penitence
in Advent, it expresses more of expectant hope and royalty.

In Western countries, the Sundays of the Advent are cel-
ebrated with the lighting of candles. They keep in a wreath four
candles. Four candles represent the expectations of different
personalities of the salvation history. They are lit each Sunday.
It is a way of catechizing people on the celebration of Advent.
Each week a child is called to go to the altar to light a candle.
When the candle is lit, they sing a hymn asking the Lord to come
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down to shower His blessings as the dew comes from the heav-
ens. In the first week the lit candle represents the expectations of
the patriarchs beginning with Abraham, the second week candle
represents the expectations of prophet Isaiah, who speaks very
much of the messianic age and its transformations of the world,
the third week candle represents the expectation of the John the
Baptist who longed for him and asked people to repent for the
coming of the Messiah. The fourth week candle represents the
expectations of Mary and Joseph for the Messiah.

Towards the end of Advent (17-24) we have eight days of
intense preparations for the coming of the Lord. It has special
prayers which make us to long for the coming. The readings are
taken from the infancy narratives of the Gospels from Matthew
and Luke, the events proceeding the birth of Jesus such as ge-
nealogy, vision to Joseph, vision to Zachariah in the temple,
Annunciation, Visitation, Mangificat, Birth of John the Baptist,
and the prophecy of Zachariah.

Let us look up to the heavens during Advent and prepare
ourselves for the coming of the saviour who would free us from
anxieties, fears and uncertainties of life and offer us, hope, peace,
joy and love. Let us remember the words of the Book of Revela-
tion, "Behold, I am at the door and knock; if any one hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come into him and eat with him
and he with me" (Rev 3:20). As the early Christians were wait-
ing for the Messiah said "Maranatha" "Come Lord Jesus," let us
also join with them and say, "Come Lord Jesus". The Lord would
reply to us "And let him who is thirsty 'come', let him who de-
sires take the water of life without price" (Rev 21:17b).

I wish you a very happy X'mas and a Bright New year 2020.

God bless you!

Most Rev. Dr. M. Devadass Ambrose
Apostolic Administrator of Tiruchirapalli
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THE APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR’S
PROGRAMME, DECEMBER - 2019

4 Holy Redeemer’s Basilica, Trichy
8 Diocesan Feast - Trichy
11 Blessing of the Presbytery - Sathampatty
16 Blessing of Chapel - Periyakulathupatty
17 Christmas Celebration - Trichy
27 Bishop’s House - Trichy

For appointments with the Apostolic Administrator, please contact
the secretary, Fr. Sebastian. Cell No. 94438 12344.

INFORMATIONS FROM THE APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR

DIOCESAN PATRONESS FEAST

The celebration of the Diocesan Patroness Feast - Our Lady of
Immaculate Conception - will be on the 8th of December 2019,
Sunday, at 05.30 p.m. at St. Mary's Cathedral, Melapudur, Trichy.
Kindly inform your congregation well in advance and ask them to
participate in the celebration to thank the Lord for the gifts received.
May I ask you to cancel the evening mass on that Sunday. During
the celebration, the Silver and Golden Jubilee couples of this year
will be honoured. Kindly follow the instructions of Fr. Alphonse,
the Director, Diocesan Pastoral Centre, dated 19th November 2019
sent to your postal address for registration of Jubilarians. For any
clarification regarding the registration of the Jubilarians, please
contact Fr. Alphonse.

CHILD PROTECTION CELL

As per the direction of the Holy See, each diocese is to have a
stable office to receive complaints against the child abuse cases. In
our diocese, the office of the diocesan tribunal would function, in
addition to its present ministry, as “Child Protection Cell” in
order to protect the rights of the children from 01.06.2020
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FROM THE DESK OF THE FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR

Dear Fathers,

Kindly send the Mission Sunday Collections from your Parish/
Institution before 15th of December 2019.

Fr. S. Innasimuthu, Financial Administrator







 





      







CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

The Christmas celebration will be held on 17th December
2019, Tuesday, at the Cathedral Basement Hall. All the Dioc-
esan Priests and the Religious priests working in the parishes are
cordially invited for this celebration.

Programme :
10.00 a.m. Arrival & Coffee
10.30 a.m. Spiritual Talk
11.30 a.m. Adoration & Confessions
12.30 p.m. Distribution of Christmas gifts & Lunch

+ Most Rev. Dr. M. Devadass Ambrose
Apostolic Administrator
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INFORMATION FROM THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PROPAGATION
OF FAITH
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