DATES TO REMEMBER

From the Apostolic Administrator

BIRTHDAYS:

VISION IN LIFE

06-01-2021 Fr. S. Joseph
17-01-2021 Fr. S. Antonysamy
07-01-2021 Fr. S. Melchior Raja 25-01-2021 Fr. S. Chinnappan
15-01-2021 Fr. S. Vijay Bilavendar 31-01-2021 Fr. P. Arulappan

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY:
28-01-2021 Fr. P. Arulappan
08-01-2021 Fr. S. Arokiaraj
Fr. A. James (Jr)
27-01-2021 Fr. S. Chinnappan
Fr. A. Jerald
Fr. A. Kulandaisamy
Francis Xavier

NECROLOGY
Kindly remember them in your prayers
Date

Name

Year of Death

03-01-2021
05-01-2021
12-01-2021

Fr. P. R. Kulandai
Fr. A. Simon
Fr. A. M. Susaimanickam
Fr. S. A. Antony
Fr. T. Joseph Adaikalam
Fr. G. Arputhasamy
Fr. K.A. Lourdes
Fr. Y. Francis
Most Rev. S.L. Gabriel

1970
1999
1971
2002
1972
1973
1968
1974
2012

13-01-2021
15-01-2021
17-01-2021
29-01-2021

Remembering
Most Rev.

S.L. Gabriel

Bishop of the Diocese of Tiruchirapalli
(1990 - 1997)
Died : 29.01.2012
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Dear Fathers, Sisters and the Faithful,

As a tribal chief was dying, he summoned his three sons
and said, "I must select my successor among you. Climb our
holy mountain and bring to me from there the most precious
gift you can find. He gave three days to accomplish the
mission. Three of them left the house with the provisions for
the three days. After three days, they all returned to the
house. The first brought with him rough lump of native gold.
The second brought with him a priceless diamond. The third
returned empty handed saying, "When I reached the
mountain top, I saw on the other side of the mountain a
beautiful land, which is fertile and a river is running, where
we could go for a better life". The chief said, "You have
brought back the most precious gift of all: a vision for a
better tomorrow".
A vision is our vision for future. It is about what one
wants to create and achieve in future. It is our inspiration
which guides our planning. The famous psychologist Carl
Yung says, "Your vision will become clear only when you
can look into your heart. Who looks outside dreams, who
looks inside awakens". If we have clear vision of where we
want to go, we are not as easily distracted by many other
possibilities and agenda that otherwise divert us. Hence vision
of life helps us to stay focused, to make conscious choices,
especially about our priorities and to eliminate or at least
minimize our distraction. Hence vision helps one to overcome
obstacles in the way and helps one to hold on especially
when lives are tough.

A vision that is well defined helps us focus and create a
purpose that becomes our measurement for our success.
The one who does not have a vision lacks drive and one's life
becomes just a chain of events. A strong and current vision
connects with one's passions and greatest potentials.
Regardless of what is going on in the world or challenges
that present themselves, a vision helps one to know what
and why one is doing the things that one is doing. Having a
vision in life is essential in the path of one's success in life.
One feels much more valuable as a person when one sets
and achieves certain visions and goals. A vision will open us
to many possibilities and a brighter and bigger future.





     






Often people mix up with vision and mission and use a
vision and mission statement interchangeably. But there is a
difference between them. Vision is a goal that one envisages
to realize in the future. Mission is the ways and actions which
one envisages to utilize to achieve the goal in the future.
Hence a vision precedes a mission. In taking up the mission,
we should pay attention first of all to the inner game which
would play in our life. In every human endeavor there are
two arenas of engagement: the outer and inner. The outer
game is played on an external arena to overcome external
obstacles to reach an external goal. The inner game takes
place within the mind, such as fear, self-doubt, lapses in
focus and limiting concepts or assumptions. The inner game
consists in the following terms: Performance, potential and
intelligence. Performance can be enhanced either by growing
potential or by decreasing interference. According to Tim
Gallway, "Grow potential and reduce self-interference. Don't
just be a doer in life; whatever you are doing, learn, evolve
and maximize your enjoyment of the limited time you are
given".
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Wish you all a Happy & a Prosperous New Year 2021
Most Rev. Dr. M. Devadass Ambrose
Apostolic Administrator of Tiruchirapalli
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INFORMATIONS FROM THE APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATOR

MONTHLY RECOLLECTION
The Clergy Recollection for the month of January will be held
on 12.01.2021 (Tuesday) at the vicariate level. The respective
Vicars Forane are asked to make necessary arrangements for the
same. The points for reflection and discussion could be from Pope’s
encyclical letter ‘Fratelli Tutti’ (All Brothers) or from his Apostolic
Letter ‘Patris Corde’ (With a Father’s Heart).
CONGRATULATIONS!
Our Diocesan Social Service Society (TMSSS) has been
selected as the best Social Service Society of the year 2020 for its
wonderful service to the Differently-abled people and has been
honoured with the Chief Minister’s Award. We heartily congratulate
and appreciate Rev. Fr. B. John Selvaraj, the Director of TMSSS
and all the staff members for their great service to our brothers and
sisters who are differently-abled.
Our Diocesan Kaviri Communications Centre has secured Third
Prize in the online Christmas Carol Competition held at the
International level. Our sincere appreciations and congratulations
to Rev. Fr. S. Deepan Kulandairaj, the Director of Kaviri
Communications Centre and all his team members.
Most Rev. Dr. M. Devadass Ambrose,
The Apostolic Administrator of Tiruchirapalli.
INFORMATION REGARDING NEW VALUABLE BOOKS:

,NaR fsQ;rpak; (550 gf;fq;fs;) - Rs. 300
Gjpa fy;tpf; nfhs;if - 2020
xU ghh;it (86 gf;fq;fs;)
- Rs. 40
njhFg;ghrphpah;
- Fr. Elphinston Joseph
Njitg;g LNthh; njhlh;G nfhs;s Ntz;b a Kfthp
Fr. Elphinston Joseph, Director,
Celestial Multimedia 255, S-1, 3rd Main Road, Venkatraman Nagar,
Hasthinnapuram, Chennai - 600064.
Email: celestialmultimedia@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF FR. CHANCELLOR
Dear Fathers,
As a regular custom, every year we are expected to send the
annual statistical data of our diocese to Vatican.
For this purpose, I am sending to all parish priests the form
"Statistics of Sacraments recorded in the parishes" to be filled.
Kindly return one copy of the completed form to the chancery
before the end of January 2021 and keep the other copy in
the parish file.
Fr. A. Jeyaraj, Chancellor
Summary of Pope’s Encyclical Letter

“FRATELLI TUTTI”

On Fraternity and Mutual Goodwill
Introduction
Pope Francis offers to the international community and to the
Church/churches the need of rediscovering the precious pearl of
universal fraternity via just/kind politics, dignified integration of the
poor through socially responsible economic orders, migrants and
reconciled healing of historical conflicts through dialogue and respect
for cultures and religions. He tells the world community that we can
defeat the enemies of humanity and human dignity which come under
the guise of different ideologies and agendas (both political and
religious), violence and exploitation through the genuine path of hope,
solidarity, friendship, love-based action and dialogue.
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TMSSS




The Structure of the encyclical: Fratelli tutti is woven around
through universal hermeneutics of Saint Francis of Assisi and the Christ
given parable of the Good Samaritan both of which are conscientiously
employed by Pope Francis to show that the content and concerns are
achievable not merely wishful or utopian. The encyclical, while being a
current survey of the world, builds upon richly on the past teachings of
the Church and learning from the world (287-foot note references).
Awareness of Mahatma Gandhi, Desmond Tutu and Charles Eugene
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de Foucauld add weight to the global convictions and concerns of the
Pope.
The encyclical, besides a brief self-introductory note on the purpose
(nos. 1-8), is divided into 8 chapters with a variety of themes and titles
and ends with a universal prayer which can be recited by humanity
and an ecumenical prayer which can be chanted by Christians of all
differences yet organically linking to the core theme of the universal
fraternity.
Chapter 1 “Dark Clouds over a Closed World”: Pope
Francis makes an cursory survey of the failed aspirations of nations
and societies and point out the crisis of the Macro-Universal aspirations
for a better and unified humanity: To point out some for instance,
“resentful and aggressive nationalism” (no. 11); “political life becomes
increasingly fragile in the face of transnational economic powers” (12),
“a growing loss of the sense of history” (no. 12); “cultural colonization”
(14), migration and migrants with absence of human rights and dignity,
communication manipulation generating social aggression and mistrust,
pandemics, wars and conflicts with economic interests, discarding of
aging population etc. The chapter ends with hope amidst the dark clouds.
Chapter 2: “The Stranger on the Road”: It provides for the
stirring of the global, social and personal conscience as depicted in the
first chapter. Pope Francis widens the horizon of this encyclical to entire
humanity addressed as people of good will and asks them to arrive at
the truthful conviction of discovering the truth of “neighbours without
borders” (no. 80) through the spectrum of the parable of the Good
Samaritan. Pope appeals to the conscience of humanity and nations
afflicted with self-preservation to open up to think about the neighbour
as the person in need of dignity and care.
Chapter 3: “Envisaging and Engendering an Open World’:
The roadmap is universal love and rights. This chapter can be said as
the application of the second chapter. It asks us to think about the
innate power of human love which makes us to rise beyond and go
towards the other, leading towards universal communion (no. 95) and
the foundation of “social friendship” (no. 99). This asks one to have a
reflective look at the need of integration of the wounded-marginalised
on the road side of or life and society (nos. 97, 101) rights (nos. 111,
5

121), property and its social dimension (no. 119), and value of solidarity
(no. 114).
Chapter 4: “A Heart Open to the World”: This chapter is
indeed socio-political in nature, especially brings into focus the muchdebated scenario and the reality of migration, migrants and its
consequent impact as well as the cause of cultural exchanges and
cultural integration benefitting the humanity.
Chapter 5: “A Better Kind of Politics”: Without mincing
words, this chapter explicitly opens up to everyone in any part of the
world a stark distinction between popular politics, popular leadership
and populist politics and populist leadership. It brings in terms oftunused to our ears with rich nuance and food for reflection such as
political love/ charity which means the “spiritual heart of politics.”
Church’s social doctrines are taken recourse to here to prove how the
charity behind the social interventions can motivate and inspire and
even construct political charity.
Chapter 6: “Dialogue and Friendship in Society”: Pope
Francis once again reminds the world of the truth and utility of dialogue.
Dialogue and friendship are what first cease amidst mutual suspicion
and fear. “Authentic social dialogue involves the ability to respect the
other’s point of view…” (no.203). It leads to a new culture of affirming
the other filled with kindness (no. 222). It is a variegated unity as reflected
in a polyhedron (no. 215).
Chapter 7: “Paths of Renewed Encounter”: The dialogue
leads to healing of memory and historical wounds and conflicts. In
other words, it paves the path for peace. Forgiveness needs to become
social forgiveness. This will certainly challenge the nations to revisit the
history of nations we teach our children. Shoah and Hiroshima atomic
attacks are just two instances for us to check one’s own nation’s balance
sheets: either international conflicts or internal ethnic conflicts. The
issue of death penalty is interlinked here to point out a reflection on
fear and resentment.
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Chapter 8: Religions at the Service of Fraternity in Our
World: Pope Francis like St Francis of Assisi who always adhered to
his identity takes a specific Christian stand while talking about religions,
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peace, fraternity and violence. “For us the wellspring of human dignity
and fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ ”(no. 277). Pope mentions
the concrete step of dialogue and peace which he undertook in Abu
Dhabi with his encounter with the Grand Imam. The universal multiple
religions’ experience of the human person is to be that “every person
as a creature is a child of God”, challenging every religion to think in
terms of fraternity and friendship rather than animosity and violence.
Two Prayers: Universal and Ecumenical
At the end, Pope Francis offers two prayers, the first of which
addressed to the Creator in the spirit of St Francis of Assisi could be
considered as a universal prayer of humanity and the second one a
common prayer for Christians of all hues. He also specifies persons
and thoughts which have influenced Fratelli Tutti- a wide spectrum
of variety and nationalities which also reflect the practical side of this
Encyclical.
Part II: Fratelli Tutti and Points for Indian Context could be as
follows: Political, Economic, Social, Educational and Spiritual:
1.

What is the political consciousness of the Church and Christians
in India as law abiding citizens of this country towards the afflicting
political issues of our nation and how can we constructively
participate in and promote healthy democracy through paths of
solidarity and communion with our fellow citizens of good will?

2.

How shall we mobilize and conscientize different strata of society
to work for reducing/ eliminating economic marginalization of the
poor and contribute towards employment opportunities and
advocacy for governmental policies?

3.

Amidst growing animosity, suspicion, religion-related extremism,
terrorism, communalism and fundamentalism, how do we prepare
the members of our community as well as the fellow citizens- youth
and children- to defeat such forces through creative seeking of
fraternity building measures?

4.

How can we create a specific education paradigm for forming
minds and hearts of children and youth to learn the lessons of
dialogue, mutual respect and social interventions with compassion
7

and kindness as well as to stand against growing violence against
women and the downtrodden?
5.

How do we put the cause of the poor in our policies and decisions
as true steps of human fraternity?

6.

Is it not necessary to create think tanks, work groups of citizens at
the diocesan as well as societal level to be votaries of social
friendship, human concerns to defeat the evils of regression and
pessimism?

Conclusion: Two imageries flashed through my mind while perusing
the pages of the encyclical: the imagery of John the Baptist identifying
himself as the “voice in the wilderness” and the imagery of a muchawaited summer rain. Both these imageries are impregnated with hope
and scope for renewal.
Fr. Santhosh Sebastian Cheruvally
Diocese of Gorakhpur
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Kaviri Communications



INTERNATIONAL CHRISTMAS CAROL
COMPETITION – 2020
St. Francis De Sales School, Guwahati, Assam, conducted an
online International Christmas carol competition in the month of
December. 42 teams from 8 countries participated in this
competition. Under the supervision of Rev. Fr. S. Deepan
Kulandairaj, Kaviri Communications’ Choir – a team of 12,
participated and rendered a classical Tamil Christmas song. The 8
best recognized carol hymns were telecasted live in School’s
Facebook page on the day of Christmas. We are pleased to inform
you all that our Kaviri Communications’ Choir had secured 3rd
place in this competition. Besides, the Choir had secured 1st place
in the United Chris Carol – 2020, conducted by Rev. Fr. J.J.
Lawrence at St. Theresa Church, Crawford, Trichy.
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